Nizhny Novgorod region nongovernmental organization of assistance to children and youth «Veras».

Nizhny Novgorod region nongovernmental organization of assistance to children and youth «Veras» was founded on January 10, 2000. 
The primary objective of the organization is social adaptation and integration of children and youth with disabilities (intellectual, psychophysical disabilities, including autism, Down syndrome, convulsive syndrome, etc.), who are in the state of crisis, by means of:

● creating conditions for their preparation for independent life and employment;

● working out programs on correction and vocational training;

● organizing training seminars for specialists and parents;

● building an innovation model of social partnership of NGOs, state structures, enterprises of various forms of property, partners from abroad.

Children and youth with intellectual disabilities social adaptation service “Steps” began its activity in December 2003 on the basis of the municipal establishment Center of Assistance to Family and Children “Zhuravushka” in the frameworks of the tripartite agreement on social partnership concluded on June 10, 2003 between the Nizhny Novgorod Administration Department of Labour and Social Protection, Nizhny Novgorod region NGO “Veras” and the international alliance of charitable organizations IMPACT.
The basic objectives of the service are:

· habilitation and rehabilitation of children and youth with disabilities;

· career guidance and employment of adolescents and young people with intellectual and physical disabilities;

· methodic and consultation assistance to specialists, children and parents.

· distribution of the work experience among the representatives of NGO and the specialists of state establishments; joining the efforts in the development of local rehabilitation system for children and youth with disabilities.
Directions of activity:
1. Day stay group.

There is a day stay group arranged on the basis of social adaptation and rehabilitation service “Steps” for children and youth with moderate, severe and multiple developmental disorders, who had never been integrated into society before. The process of rehabilitation is aimed at preparing children for their independent living, proceeding from their abilities, according to the specially developed program “Steps”, and their highest possible integration into society.

14 children and young people with disabilities aged 5 to 19 attend the service daily, the operation mode of the service being from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m..
The basic forms of education organization are individual and subgroup activities. The program for children with severe disabilities includes various activities: playing, labour, studying, creative activity. 


Socialization, going out to public places, taking part in social life is very important for the process of rehabilitation of children and youth with intellectual disabilities.
2. Consultations. 

The consultation of children and young people with disabilities began in January 2004, it is held by special pedagogue and psychologist of the service “Steps”. In the course of the consultation work the following objectives are fulfilled:

· to do the initial diagnostics, the evaluation of the kind and the severity of the disabilities;

· to determine the kind of assistance required for the child, the type of the educational or social institution corresponding to his/her level and demands in education and socialization;

· to fill in the individual rehabilitation rout form, and when necessary give recommendations for the IPD;

· when it is possible, to hold the individual correction classes with the child, to prepare him/her for entering an educational establishment, to provide the legal support together with the People with Disabilities Advocacy Network;

· to make data base on children who are awaiting to be admitted to the day stay group of the service “Steps” or similar local groups, to evaluate demands in various kind of services in the sphere of social adaptation and rehabilitation of children and youth with disabilities.

At the end of September 2004 in the lists there are 50 children and young people with disabilities. 12 of them have already visited pri из них уже прошли первичный прием и получили рекомендации специалистов, с 5 детьми регулярно проводятся индивидуальные занятия. 

